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Atlantic to the Urals cannot live to work for Germany unless
they are given food and clothes, shelter and raw materials.
And Germany cannot supply these without exchanging
abroad what is grown and manufactured in Europe. Ger-
manic Europe, the hoped-for fruit of the great Civil War,
must depend on the world. To win, Hitler must go through
the Near East, launch the rest of his fleet and break the sea
bonds of the British Empire and the United States.
This closely guarded fact is part and parcel of Hitler's
speeding-up process to solve his dilemma of the premature
Interocean War, take The World Island, drain it, thereby
keep Germanic Europe from turning against Nazidom in
the depression of its own economic insufficiency. Hitler's
Navy and the Japs are his answer and his final play for
world domination.
The second reason for Hitler's North African position is
to threaten the rear of any Anglo-American Expeditionary
Force which tries to invade Europe on the soft underside
of the sprawling German turtle, the side bordering on the
whole Mediterranean. The ability to threaten Suez from
Libya was a detail, because the aerial attack from Crete
serves for this for the present, but as a threat to our rear
the Nazis must maintain and support this vital position in
Libya at all costs. The Army people made no bones about
this at the German War office.
The British, in turn, know that this German position
must be cleaned out or they cannot win the war. This is an
immense undertaking, both as an initial step and as regards
the continental invasion plans which it precedes. It is the
pivot of the greatest military programme in all history, far
surpassing the total effort of ail World War I and involving
the greatest mass movement of ships, men, and equipment
in the ageless history of arms. The clue to the future is
there : North Africa. Before the eyes of a distracted world
it raises the curtain on the battle of free men. The deepest
hopes and prayers of the men and women in America,
the anguish of the desperate people in the countries I saw
abroad, the lives of all the millions on both continents and
the lives of their children and their children's children, the
destinies of free men the world over whirl first in the haze
of North Africa, next on the continent of Europe.